The collection of books that filled the shelves at the foundation of a central library in Louvain, has been recorded by the first librarian, Valerius Andreas, in a catalogue which was printed in Louvain by Everard de Witte in , three years after its inauguration.  Printed library catalogues were, by then, gradually becoming a tradition. Leiden had taken the lead in  with Petrus Bertius.  The municipal library of Augsburg, which in  had been the first to publish a separate catalogue of manuscripts, followed in .  Surely the most extensive catalogue is the one compiled of the Bodleian Library by Thomas James in .  Louvain started its library in a professional way. The approximately , titles were, according to the prevailing standards, systematically described and special attention was paid to the division into subjects. The key figures in the practical realization of the library, Erycius Puteanus and Valerius Andreas, were no newcomers in the field of books. They were both academics and had already made their mark in the book and library world. Puteanus had been to Italy to study, in Milan he had been invited by cardinal Federico Borromeo to assist in the foundation of his Bibliotheca Ambrosiana and he was a regular guest in the library of Giovanni Vincenzo Pinelli, where he met Peiresc among others.  He had been recalled to Louvain to succeed the deceased Justus Lipsius and had developed into a celebrated scholar within a very short time. With the support from the archdukes he had taken up his residence in the castle on Mount Caesar (Keizersberg) where he had apparently made an attempt to establish a kind of private press.  As a jurist, Hebraist and orientalist, Valerius Andreas was a scholar with a well-established reputation. With his Bibliotheca Belgica, published in , of which he edited an enlarged edition in , he had acquired a permanent standing as a bibliographer. As a young man and pupil of the Antwerp Jesuit André Schott he had published already in , and augmented in , a bio-bibliography of Spanish authors which he dedicated to his friend Aubertus Miraeus (see ). A year before the opening of the Central Library he laid the foundations for the historiography of the University of Louvain with his Fasti academici studii generalis lovaniensis.  In his opening address, held on  October , which is printed at the beginning of the catalogue, he discussed the various areas of study, but he also elucidated how a library should be organized. Of crucial importance for the collection were the bequests from the wealthy Antwerp canon Laurentius Beyerlinck,
